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Synopsis

Erwin SchrAqdinger era un austrA aco brillante y encantador, uno de los mayores cientA ficos del
siglo XX y un hombre que poseA a un interAG@s apasionado por las personas y las ideas. Su mayor
reconocimiento procedA a del descubrimiento de la mecAjnica ondulatoria, merecedor del Premio
Nobel de FA sica; sin embargo, su libro transcendental A; QUA® es la vida? sirviA para atraer a
algunos de sus contemporAijneos cientA ficos mAis brillantes hacia el campo de la biologA a
molecular. El libro de Walter Moore ofrece una exposiciA n de muy grata lectura que entreteje el
trabajo cientA fico de SchrA{dinger con sus amistades intensas, su interA©s por el misticismo y el
trasfondo turbulento de los acontecimientos polA ticos en Alemania y Austria de donde apenas
pudo escaparse de los Nazis vengativos. 'El mejor libro disponible sobre la vida y obra de

SchrAqdinger’. The Times Higher Education Supplement
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Customer Reviews

Few physicists influenced their subject, both operationally and philosophically, as did Erwin
Schrodinger. It was with great anticipation, then, that | began this book. Indeed, having read
previously the outstanding accounts of Bohr (by Pais) and Heisenberg (by Cassidy), | hoped to be
'wowed’ for a third time. Unfortunatley, Moore’s book is a supreme disappointment and, aside from
the fact that it deals with a towering figure of 20th century physics, has nothing in common with the
other two. Moore is unable, or unwilling, to separate the relevant from the ridiculous in his narrative.
Equal space (? even more) is given to the soporific details of Schrodinger’s travels (yet another

vapid description of a yet another love affair) as is devoted to an analysis of his work or even to the



influences on his life and intellect.Of all biographies, the scientific kind may be the most challenging
type to write well. To be sucessful the author of a scientific biography must under! stand the
science, the person and the world in which the person lived. Moore seems to knows the details and
he must surely understand the prerequisites. It is a shame that he was unable to meld these details
together with more skill and unable to convey his insights to the reader. Schrodinger deserved
better.
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